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HOLY EUCHARIST RITE II 
 

PRELUDE                                           Carillon de Westminster, Op. 54, No. 6                    Louis Vierne (1870-1937)                                     
 

OPENING HYMN 207 
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SALUTATION  
Celebrant Blessed be God:  Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. 
People  And blessed be his kingdom, now and forever.  Amen. 
        
THE COLLECT FOR PURITY 
Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you no secrets are hid: Cleanse the thoughts 
of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you, and worthily magnify your holy 
Name; through Christ our Lord. Amen. 
  

THE GLORIA                                                                                                                            
Glory to God in the highest, 
    and peace to his people on earth.   
Lord God, heavenly King, 
almighty God and Father, 
    we worship you, we give you thanks, 
    we praise you for your glory.  
Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father, 
Lord God, Lamb of God, 
you take away the sin of the world: 
    have mercy on us; 
you are seated at the right hand of the Father: 
    receive our prayer.   
For you alone are the Holy One, 
you alone are the Lord, 
you alone are the Most High, 
    Jesus Christ, with the Holy Spirit, 
    in the glory of God the Father. Amen.  
 

THE COLLECT OF THE DAY 
Celebrant The Lord be with you. 
People  And also with you. 
Celebrant Let us pray. 
 

Almighty God, who through your only-begotten Son Jesus Christ overcame death and opened to us the gate of 
everlasting life: Grant that we, who celebrate with joy the day of the Lord's resurrection, may be raised from the 
death of sin by your life-giving Spirit; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy 
Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen. 
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THE FIRST LESSON                                                                                                                        Acts 10:34-43 
Peter began to speak to Cornelius and the other Gentiles: "I truly understand that God shows no partiality, but in 
every nation anyone who fears him and does what is right is acceptable to him. You know the message he sent to 
the people of Israel, preaching peace by Jesus Christ--he is Lord of all. That message spread throughout Judea, be-
ginning in Galilee after the baptism that John announced: how God anointed Jesus of Nazareth with the Holy 
Spirit and with power; how he went about doing good and healing all who were oppressed by the devil, for God 
was with him. We are witnesses to all that he did both in Judea and in Jerusalem. They put him to death by hang-
ing him on a tree; but God raised him on the third day and allowed him to appear, not to all the people but to us 
who were chosen by God as witnesses, and who ate and drank with him after he rose from the dead. He com-
manded us to preach to the people and to testify that he is the one ordained by God as judge of the living and the 
dead. All the prophets testify about him that everyone who believes in him receives forgiveness of sins through his 
name." 
 

Lector     The Word of the Lord. 
People     Thanks be to God. 
 

THE PSALM Psalm 118:1-2, 14-24    Confitemini Domino 
The Psalm is sung by the choir 
 

1 Give thanks to the Lord, for he is good; * 
his mercy endures for ever. 
 

2 Let Israel now proclaim, * 
"His mercy endures for ever." 
 

14 The Lord is my strength and my song, * 
and he has become my salvation. 
 

15 There is a sound of exultation and victory * 
in the tents of the righteous: 
 

16 "The right hand of the Lord has triumphed! * 
the right hand of the Lord is exalted! 
the right hand of the Lord has triumphed!" 
 

17 I shall not die, but live, * 
and declare the works of the Lord. 
 

18 The Lord has punished me sorely, * 
but he did not hand me over to death. 
 

19 Open for me the gates of righteousness; * 
I will enter them; 
I will offer thanks to the Lord. 
 

20 "This is the gate of the Lord; * 
he who is righteous may enter." 
 

21 I will give thanks to you, for you answered me * 
and have become my salvation. 
 

22 The same stone which the builders rejected * 
has become the chief cornerstone. 
 

23 This is the Lord's doing, * 
and it is marvelous in our eyes. 
 

24 On this day the Lord has acted; * 
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we will rejoice and be glad in it. 
THE EPISTLE                                                                                                                       1 Corinthians 15:1-11 
I would remind you, brothers and sisters, of the good news that I proclaimed to you, which you in turn received, 
in which also you stand, through which also you are being saved, if you hold firmly to the message that I pro-
claimed to you--unless you have come to believe in vain. 
 

For I handed on to you as of first importance what I in turn had received: that Christ died for our sins in accord-
ance with the scriptures, and that he was buried, and that he was raised on the third day in accordance with the 
scriptures, and that he appeared to Cephas, then to the twelve. Then he appeared to more than five hundred 
brothers and sisters at one time, most of whom are still alive, though some have died. Then he appeared to James, 
then to all the apostles. Last of all, as to one untimely born, he appeared also to me. For I am the least of the apos-
tles, unfit to be called an apostle, because I persecuted the church of God. But by the grace of God I am what I 
am, and his grace toward me has not been in vain. On the contrary, I worked harder than any of them--though it 
was not I, but the grace of God that is with me. Whether then it was I or they, so we proclaim and so you have 
come to believe. 
  

Lector    The Word of the Lord. 
People     Thanks be to God. 
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GOSPEL HYMN 208                                
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THE GOSPEL                                                                                                                             John 20:1-18    
Celebrant   The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to John. 
People       Glory to you, Lord Christ. 
 

Early on the first day of the week, while it was still dark, Mary Magdalene came to the tomb and saw that the stone 
had been removed from the tomb. So she ran and went to Simon Peter and the other disciple, the one whom Jesus 
loved, and said to them, “They have taken the Lord out of the tomb, and we do not know where they have laid 
him.” Then Peter and the other disciple set out and went toward the tomb. The two were running together, but 
the other disciple outran Peter and reached the tomb first. He bent down to look in and saw the linen wrappings 
lying there, but he did not go in. Then Simon Peter came, following him, and went into the tomb. He saw the linen 
wrappings lying there, and the cloth that had been on Jesus’ head, not lying with the linen wrappings but rolled up 
in a place by itself. Then the other disciple, who reached the tomb first, also went in, and he saw and believed; for 
as yet they did not understand the scripture, that he must rise from the dead. Then the disciples returned to their 
homes. 
 
But Mary stood weeping outside the tomb. As she wept, she bent over to look into the tomb; and she saw two an-
gels in white, sitting where the body of Jesus had been lying, one at the head and the other at the feet. They said to 
her, “Woman, why are you weeping?” She said to them, “They have taken away my Lord, and I do not know 
where they have laid him.” When she had said this, she turned around and saw Jesus standing there, but she did 
not know that it was Jesus. Jesus said to her, “Woman, why are you weeping? Whom are you looking for?” Sup-
posing him to be the gardener, she said to him, “Sir, if you have carried him away, tell me where you have laid him, 
and I will take him away.” Jesus said to her, “Mary!” She turned and said to him in Hebrew, “Rabbouni!” (which 
means Teacher). Jesus said to her, “Do not hold on to me, because I have not yet ascended to the Father. But go 
to my brothers and say to them, ‘I am ascending to my Father and your Father, to my God and your God.’” Mary 
Magdalene went and announced to the disciples, “I have seen the Lord”; and she told them that he had said these 
things to her. 
 

Celebrant    The Gospel of the Lord. 
People       Praise to you, Lord Christ. 
 

THE SERMON                                                                                                    The Rev. Dr. Lee Franklin Shafer 
 

THE NICENE CREED                                                                                                                             BCP 358 
We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of all that is, seen and unseen.  We 
believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally begotten of the Father, God from God, Light 
from Light, true God from true God, begotten, not made, of one Being with the Father. Through him all things 
were made. For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven: by the power of the Holy Spirit he became 
incarnate from the Virgin Mary, and was made man.  For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; he suf-
fered death and was buried. On the third day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures; he ascended into 
heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father. He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 
and his kingdom will have no end.  We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from 
the Father and the Son. With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified. He has spoken through the 
Prophets. We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness 
of sins. We look for the resurrection of the dead, and the life of the world to come. Amen.      

 

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE  Form III The Leader and People pray responsively                                      BCP 387 
 

Father, we pray for your holy Catholic Church; 
That we all may be one. 
 

Grant that every member of the Church may truly and humbly serve you; 
That your Name may be glorified by all people. 
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We pray for Michael our presiding bishop, Terry our bishop, and all bishops, priests, and deacons; 
That they may be faithful ministers of your Word and Sacraments. 
 

We pray for all who govern and hold authority in the nations of the world; 
That there may be justice and peace on the earth. 
 

Give us grace to do your will in all that we undertake; 
That our works may find favor in your sight. 
 

Have compassion on those who suffer from any grief or trouble; 
That they may be delivered from their distress. 
 

Give to the departed eternal rest. 
Let light perpetual shine upon them. 
 

We praise you for your saints who have entered into joy; 
May we also come to share in your heavenly kingdom. 
 

Let us pray for our own needs and those of others. 
Silence 
 

The People may add their own petitions. 
The Celebrant adds a concluding Collect. 
 

THE PEACE   
Celebrant The peace of the Lord be always with you. 
People   And also with you. 
 

OFFERTORY SENTENCE  
 

MUSIC AT THE OFFERTORY                    Ye choirs of new Jerusalem                                                C.V. Stanford                             
 

THE GREAT THANKSGIVING 
Celebrant The Lord be with you. 
People  And also with you. 
Celebrant Lift up your hearts. 
People  We lift them to the Lord. 
Celebrant Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
People  It is right to give him thanks and praise. 
 

It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and everywhere to give thanks to you, Father Almighty, Creator of 
heaven and earth...  Therefore we praise you, joining our voices with Angels and Archangels and with all the com-
pany of heaven, who for ever sing this hymn to proclaim the glory of your Name: 
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THE SANCTUS       

 
The Celebrant continues 
Holy and gracious Father: In your infinite love you made us for yourself; and, when we had fallen into sin and  
become subject to evil and death, you, in your mercy, sent Jesus Christ, your only and eternal Son, to share our 
human nature, to live and die as one of us, to reconcile us to you, the God and Father of all. He stretched out his 
arms upon the cross, and offered himself in obedience to your will, a perfect sacrifice for the whole world.  On the 
night he was handed over to suffering and death, our Lord Jesus Christ took bread; and when he had given thanks 
to you, he broke it, and gave it to his disciples, and said, “Take, eat: This is my Body, which is given for you. Do 
this for the remembrance of me.”   
 

After supper he took the cup of wine; and when he had given thanks, he gave it to them, and said, “Drink this, all 
of you: This is my Blood of the new Covenant, which is shed for you and for many for the forgiveness of sins. 
Whenever you drink it, do this for the remembrance of me.”   
 

Therefore we proclaim the mystery of faith: 
Christ has died. 
Christ is risen. 
Christ will come again. 
 

The Celebrant continues 
We celebrate the memorial of our redemption, O Father, in this sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving. Recalling his 
death, resurrection, and ascension, we offer you these gifts. Sanctify them by your Holy Spirit to be for your peo-
ple the Body and Blood of your Son, the holy food and drink of new and unending life in him. Sanctify us also that 
we may faithfully receive this holy Sacrament, and serve you in unity, constancy, and peace; and at the last day 
bring us with all your saints into the joy of your eternal kingdom. 
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All this we ask through your Son Jesus Christ. By him, and with him, and in him, in the unity of the Holy Spirit all 
honor and glory is yours, Almighty Father, now and for ever. 
 

And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say, 
 

THE LORD’S PRAYER                                           
Our Father, who art in heaven, 
    hallowed be thy Name, 
    thy kingdom come, 
    thy will be done, 
        on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread. 
And forgive us our trespasses, 
    as we forgive those 
        who trespass against us. 
And lead us not into temptation, 
    but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, 
    and the power, and the glory, 
    for ever and ever. Amen.  
 

THE BREAKING OF THE BREAD   
 

Celebrant Alleluia.  Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us; 
People  Therefore let us keep the feast.  Alleluia. 
 

THE AGNUS DEI 

 
THE COMMUNION   
 

MUSIC AT COMMUNION                             This joyful Eastertide                                                    Charles Wood  
 

POST COMMUNION PRAYER   
Almighty and everliving God, 
we thank you for feeding us with the spiritual food 
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of the most precious Body and Blood 
of your Son our Savior Jesus Christ; 
and for assuring us in these holy mysteries 
that we are living members of the Body of your Son, 
and heirs of your eternal kingdom. 
And now, Father, send us out 
to do the work you have given us to do, 
to love and serve you 
as faithful witnesses of Christ our Lord. 
To him, to you, and to the Holy Spirit, 
be honor and glory, now and for ever. Amen.  
 

THE BLESSING 
 

DISMISSAL 
Celebrant  Go in peace to love and serve the Lord.  Alleluia, alleluia.   
People        Thanks be to God.  Alleluia, alleluia.  
 

CLOSING HYMN 205 

 
 
POSTLUDE                                                  Toccata (Symphony No. 5)                  Charles-Marie Widor (1844-1937)                                                      
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CHORAL MUSIC NOTES: 
 

Sir Charles Villiers Stanford was a conductor, an organist, and a prolific composer of many genres, both sacred 
and secular. He received doctorates from both Oxford and Cambridge, and served as Professor of music at Cam-
bridge from 1887 until his death in 1924. He also taught at the Royal College of Music and conducted the London 
Bach Choir for seventeen years and the Leeds Triennial Festival for nine years. Scholar Kenneth Long praises 
Stanford’s anthem Ye choirs of new Jerusalem, saying it “is radiant with joy and full of the spirit of Easter.” The 
joyful melody begins with the sopranos and quickly goes on a tonal journey when the rest of the choir enters. The 
middle shifts focus to the basses and tenors with a new melody in the minor mode. This is passed around the choir 
before returning to the original melody. Later we hear that minor melody again, now transformed to major, prais-
ing the Trinity. A glorious “Alleluia” closes this festive anthem.  
 
Charles Wood was born in Northern Ireland, where he had his early musical education at the Armagh Cathedral. 
He later studied with Stanford at the Royal College of Music in London with whom he became a close friend and 
colleague. His work shows much influence from Stanford, although Wood focused his career much more in sacred 
music. Wood made significant contributions to sacred songs in three different publications. The Cowley Carol 
Book (first edition published 1901, second edition published 1902) holds many of his arrangements and harmoni-
zations, from which we find the well-known harmonization of This joyful Eastertide. In this setting, Wood excel-
lently captures the exuberance of Easter.  
 
ORGAN MUSIC NOTES: 
 

Louis Vierne was a French composer and organist, famously blind from birth, who held the post as organist at 
Notre Dame Cathedral for most of his career. He composed eight organ symphonies – a genre rather unique to 
France, started by Charles-Marie Widor. These pieces are born out of the unique French organs built by Aristide 
Cavaillé-Coll during the 19th century, which had the capability to build dramatic crescendos with a breadth of Ro-
mantic sound, much like an orchestra. Among his many organ compositions are four suites of fantasy pieces. Per-
haps the most well-known of them is Carillon de Westminster, which comes from the third suite. Composed after 
a visit to England, the piece, as one might presume, is based on the famous Westminster chimes. It slowly builds 
to a glorious climax.  
 
Charles-Marie Widor was a French organist, composer and influential professor at the Paris Conservatory. There 
he taught organ and later composition working with great pupils such as Vierne, Dupré, and Tournemire. Widor 
served as organist at St. Sulpice for nearly 64 years and played one of the masterfully built instruments by Cavaillé-
Coll. These new “Symphonic” instruments played a major role in forming a new genre of organ music pioneered 
by Widor, known as the organ symphony. His famous Toccata is the final movement of his fifth Organ Sympho-
ny. The toccata, characterized by many fast notes in the hands and a gliding, mostly stepwise melody in the pedal, 
is a favorite for Easter and other festive occasions. 


