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Welcome to Calvary Episcopal Church. 

Calvary is the home of a community of people who seek to make the church a 

place of welcome, service, and beauty. 
 

Through the worship and love of God our mission is to: 

make the Gospel of Jesus Christ the center of our life and work; 

welcome all people into our church family; 

love and support one another; and 

actively seek out the human needs in our community, 

responding vigorously with respect and understanding. 
 

We are glad you are with us today! 

 

The Rev. Dr. Lee F. Shafer 

Rector 
 

Dr. Shawn R. Dawson 

Organist/Director of Music  
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The Prelude Préambule, Op. 31, No. 1 Louis Verne (1872-1937) 
 

The Opening Hymn  Amazing grace! how sweet the sound H671 
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The Celebrant then says  BCP 355 

Celebrant Bless the Lord who forgives all our sins; 

People His mercy endures for ever. 
 

The Celebrant continues 

Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you no secrets are hid: 

Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly 

love you, and worthily magnify your holy Name; through Christ our Lord. Amen.  
 

The Celebrant then says 

Lord have mercy. 

People  Christ have mercy. 

Celebrant Lord have mercy. 
 

The Collect of the Day  BCP 219 

The Celebrant says to the people  

  The Lord be with you.   

People  And also with you.   

Celebrant  Let us pray. 
 

Gracious Father, whose blessed Son Jesus Christ came down from heaven to be the true bread 

which gives life to the world: Evermore give us this bread, that he may live in us, and we in 

him; who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen. 
 

The First Lesson                                                                             Numbers 21:4-9 
 

A Reading from the Book of Numbers.  
 

From Mount Hor the Israelites set out by the way to the Red Sea, to go around the land of 

Edom; but the people became impatient on the way. The people spoke against God and 

against Moses, “Why have you brought us up out of Egypt to die in the wilderness? For there 

is no food and no water, and we detest this miserable food.” Then the LORD sent poisonous 

serpents among the people, and they bit the people, so that many Israelites died. The people 

came to Moses and said, “We have sinned by speaking against the LORD and against you; pray 

to the LORD to take away the serpents from us.” So Moses prayed for the people. And 

the LORD said to Moses, “Make a poisonous serpent, and set it on a pole; and everyone who 

is bitten shall look at it and live.” So Moses made a serpent of bronze, and put it upon a pole; 

and whenever a serpent bit someone, that person would look at the serpent of bronze and live. 
 

Reader     The Word of the Lord.   

People       Thanks be to God.  



4   

Silence may follow.  
 

Psalm 107:1-3, 17-22  Confitemini Domino                BCP 746 

The Psalm is spoken  
 

1 Give thanks to the LORD, for he is good, * 

and his mercy endures for ever. 

2 Let all those whom the LORD has redeemed proclaim * 

that he redeemed them from the hand of the foe. 

3 He gathered them out of the lands; * 

from the east and from the west, 

from the north and from the south. 

17 Some were fools and took to rebellious ways; * 

they were afflicted because of their sins. 

18 They abhorred all manner of food * 

and drew near to death's door. 

19 Then they cried to the LORD in their trouble, * 

and he delivered them from their distress. 

20 He sent forth his word and healed them * 

and saved them from the grave. 

21 Let them give thanks to the LORD for his mercy * 

and the wonders he does for his children. 

22 Let them offer a sacrifice of thanksgiving * 

and tell of his acts with shouts of joy. 
 

The Epistle  Ephesians 2:1-10  
 

A Reading from the first Letter of Paul to the Ephesians.  
 

You were dead through the trespasses and sins in which you once lived, following the course 

of this world, following the ruler of the power of the air, the spirit that is now at work among 

those who are disobedient. All of us once lived among them in the passions of our flesh, 

following the desires of flesh and senses, and we were by nature children of wrath, like 

everyone else. But God, who is rich in mercy, out of the great love with which he loved us 

even when we were dead through our trespasses, made us alive together with Christ-- by 

grace you have been saved-- and raised us up with him and seated us with him in the heavenly 
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places in Christ Jesus, so that in the ages to come he might show the immeasurable riches of 

his grace in kindness toward us in Christ Jesus. For by grace you have been saved through 

faith, and this is not your own doing; it is the gift of God-- not the result of works, so that no 

one may boast. For we are what he has made us, created in Christ Jesus for good works, which 

God prepared beforehand to be our way of life. 

Reader   The Word of the Lord.  

People   Thanks be to God.  
 

The Sequence Hymn  When Christ was lifted from the earth H603  
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The Holy Gospel                           John 3:14-21  
 

Gospeler   The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to John.    

People    Glory to you, Lord Christ. 
 

Jesus said, “Just as Moses lifted up the serpent in the wilderness, so must the Son of Man be 

lifted up, that whoever believes in him may have eternal life. “For God so loved the world that 

he gave his only Son, so that everyone who believes in him may not perish but may have 

eternal life. “Indeed, God did not send the Son into the world to condemn the world, but in 

order that the world might be saved through him. Those who believe in him are not 

condemned; but those who do not believe are condemned already, because they have not 

believed in the name of the only Son of God. And this is the judgment, that the light has come 

into the world, and people loved darkness rather than light because their deeds were evil. For 

all who do evil hate the light and do not come to the light, so that their deeds may not be 

exposed. But those who do what is true come to the light, so that it may be clearly seen that 

their deeds have been done in God.” 

Gospeler   The Gospel of the Lord.    

People                 Praise to you, Lord Christ.    
 

The Sermon                                        The Rev. Dr. Lee F. Shafer   
   

The Nicene Creed  BCP 358   

We believe in one God, 

the Father, the Almighty, 

maker of heaven and earth, 

of all that is, seen and unseen. 
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We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 

 the only Son of God, 

 eternally begotten of the Father, 

 God from God, Light from Light, 

 true God from true God, begotten, not made, 

 of one Being with the Father. 

 Through him all things were made. 
 

For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven: 

 by the power of the Holy Spirit 

 he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary, and was made man. 

For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 

 he suffered death and was buried. 

 On the third day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures; 

 he ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
 

He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 

 and his kingdom will have no end. 
 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, 

 who proceeds from the Father and the Son. 

 With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified. 

 He has spoken through the Prophets. 
 

We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. 

 We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 

 We look for the resurrection of the dead, and the life of the world to come. 

Amen. 
 

The Prayers of the People Form I, BCP 383 
 

With all our heart and with all our mind, let us pray to the Lord, saying "Lord, have mercy." 
 

For the peace from above, for the loving-kindness of God, and for the salvation of our souls, 

let us pray to the Lord. 

Lord, have mercy. 
 

For the peace of the world, for the welfare of the Holy Church of God, and for the unity of all 

peoples, let us pray to the Lord. 

Lord, have mercy. 
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For our Bishop, and for all the clergy and people, let us pray to the Lord. 

Lord, have mercy. 
 

For our President, for the leaders of the nations, and for all in authority, let us pray to the 

Lord. 

Lord, have mercy. 
 

For this city, for every city and community, and for those who live in them, let us pray to the 

Lord. 

Lord, have mercy. 
 

For seasonable weather, and for an abundance of the fruits of the earth, let us pray to the 

Lord. 

Lord, have mercy. 
 

For the good earth which God has given us, and for the wisdom and will to conserve it, let 

us pray to the Lord. 

Lord, have mercy. 
 

For those who travel on land, on water, or in the air, let us pray to the Lord. 

Lord, have mercy. 
 

For the aged and infirm, for the widowed and orphans, and for the sick and the suffering, let 

us pray to the Lord. 

Lord, have mercy. 
 

For the poor and the oppressed, for the unemployed and the destitute, for prisoners and 

captives, and for all who remember and care for them, let us pray to the Lord. 

Lord, have mercy. 
 

For all who have died in the hope of the resurrection, and for all the departed, let us pray to 

the Lord. 

Lord, have mercy. 
 

For deliverance from all danger, violence, oppression, and degradation, let us pray to the   

Lord. 

Lord, have mercy. 
 

For the absolution and remission of our sins and offenses, let us   pray to the Lord. 

Lord, have mercy. 
 

That we may end our lives in faith and hope, without suffering and without reproach, let us 

pray to the Lord. 

Lord, have mercy. 
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Defend us, deliver us, and in thy compassion protect us, O Lord, by thy grace. 

Lord, have mercy. 
  

In the communion of all the saints, let us commend ourselves, and one another, and all our 

life, to Christ our God. 

To thee, O Lord our God. 
 

Silence. 

The Celebrant adds a concluding Collect. 
 

The Confession of Sin BCP 360 

The Celebrant says 

Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor. 

Silence. 

Minister and People 

Most merciful God, 

we confess that we have sinned against you 

in thought, word, and deed, 

by what we have done, 

and by what we have left undone. 
 

We have not loved you with our whole heart; 

we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. 

We are truly sorry and we humbly repent. 
 

For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ, 

have mercy on us and forgive us; 

that we may delight in your will, 

and walk in your ways, 

to the glory of your Name. Amen. 

The Priest stands and says 

Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins through our Lord Jesus Christ, 

strengthen you in all goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep you in eternal life. 

Amen. 
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The Peace   

The Celebrant says to the people  

Celebrant   The peace of the Lord be always with you.    

People   And also with you. 
 

The Holy Communion  BCP 361  
 

The Offertory  

Music at the Offertory  God so loved the world  John Stainer (1840-1901) 
 

God so loved the world that He gave His only begotten Son, 

That whosoever believeth in Him should not perish,  

But have everlasting life. 

For God sent not His Son into the world to condemn the world, 

But that the world through Him might be saved. 

The Celebrant then says: 

All things come of thee, O Lord, and of thine own have we given thee. 

 

The Great Thanksgiving Eucharistic Prayer D, BCP 372 
  

Celebrant  
 

The Lord be with you.   

People    And also with you. 
  

Celebrant   Lift up your hearts.  

People    We lift them to the Lord. 
 

Celebrant  
 

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.  

People    It is right to give him thanks and praise.  
 

Then, the Celebrant proceeds 

It is truly right to glorify you, Father, and to give you thanks; for you alone are God, living 

and true, dwelling in light inaccessible from before time and for ever. 
 

Fountain of life and source of all goodness, you made all things and fill them with your 

blessing; you created them to rejoice in the splendor of your radiance. 
 

Countless throngs of angels stand before you to serve you night and day; and, beholding the 

glory of your presence, they offer you unceasing praise. Joining with them, and giving voice 

to every creature under heaven, we acclaim you, and glorify your Name, as we sing, 
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Sanctus and Benedictus S129 

 

 

 

 
 

The Celebrant continues 

We acclaim you, holy Lord, glorious in power. Your mighty works reveal your wisdom and 

love. You formed us in your own image, giving the whole world into our care, so that, in 

obedience to you, our Creator, we might rule and serve all your creatures. When our 

disobedience took us far from you, you did not abandon us to the power of death. In your 

mercy you came to our help, so that in seeking you we might find you. Again and again you 

called us into covenant with you, and through the prophets you taught us to hope for 

salvation. 
 

Father, you loved the world so much that in the fullness of time you sent your only Son to be 

our Savior. Incarnate by the Holy Spirit, born of the Virgin Mary, he lived as one of us, yet 

without sin. To the poor he proclaimed the good news of salvation; to prisoners, freedom; to 

the sorrowful, joy. To fulfill your purpose he gave himself up to death; and, rising from the 

grave, destroyed death, and made the whole creation new. 
 

And, that we might live no longer for ourselves, but for him who died and rose for us, he sent 

the Holy Spirit, his own first gift for those who believe, to complete his work in the world, and 

to bring to fulfillment the sanctification of all. 
 

When the hour had come for him to be glorified by you, his heavenly Father, having loved his 

own who were in the world, he loved them to the end; at supper with them he took bread, 

and when he had given thanks to you, he broke it, and gave it to his disciples, and said, "Take, 

eat: This is my Body, which is given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me." 
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After supper he took the cup of wine; and when he had given thanks, he gave it to them, and 

said, "Drink this, all of you: This is my Blood of the new Covenant, which is shed for you and 

for many for the forgiveness of sins. Whenever you drink it, do this for the remembrance of 

me." 
 

Father, we now celebrate this memorial of our redemption. Recalling Christ's death and his 

descent among the dead, proclaiming his resurrection and ascension to your right hand, 

awaiting his coming in glory; and offering to you, from the gifts you have given us, this bread 

and this cup, we praise you and we bless you. 
 

Celebrant and People 

We praise you, we bless you, we give thanks to you, and we pray to you, Lord our God. 
 

The Celebrant continues 

Lord, we pray that in your goodness and mercy your Holy Spirit may descend upon us, and 

upon these gifts, sanctifying them and showing them to be holy gifts for your holy people, 

the bread of life and the cup of salvation, the Body and Blood of your Son Jesus Christ. 
 

Grant that all who share this bread and cup may become one body and one spirit, a living 

sacrifice in Christ, to the praise of your Name. 
 

Remember, Lord, your one holy catholic and apostolic Church, redeemed by the blood of your 

Christ. Reveal its unity, guard its faith, and preserve it in peace. 
 

And grant that we may find our inheritance with the Blessed Virgin Mary, with patriarchs, 

prophets, apostles, and martyrs, and all the saints who have found favor with you in ages 

past. We praise you in union with them and give you glory through your Son Jesus Christ our 

Lord. 
 

Through Christ, and with Christ, and in Christ, all honor and glory are yours, Almighty God 

and Father, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, for ever and ever. AMEN. 
 

The Celebrant then continues BCP 364 

And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say, 
 

People and Celebrant  

Our Father, who art in heaven, 

hallowed be thy Name, 

 thy kingdom come, 

 thy will be done, 

 on earth as it is in heaven. 
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Give us this day our daily bread. 

And forgive us our trespasses, 

 as we forgive those who trespass against us. 
 

And lead us not into temptation, 

 but deliver us from evil. 
 

For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, 

 for ever and ever. Amen. 
 

The Breaking of the Bread BCP 364 

A period of silence is kept. 
 

Fraction Anthem: Agnus Dei S163 

 

 

 

 

The Celebrant then says  

The Gifts of God for the People of God. 
 

Music during Communion  

  Super flumina Babylonis  Giovanni Pierluigi da Palestrina (1525-1594) 

 

Super flumina Babylonis illic sedimus et 

flevimus, cum recordaremur Sion. 

 

Over the waters of Babylon, there we sat 

and wept, as we reminisced about Sion. 

 



14   

After Communion, the Celebrant says BCP 366 

Let us pray. 

Celebrant and People. 

Almighty and everliving God, we thank you for feeding us with the spiritual food of the most 

precious Body and Blood of your Son our Savior Jesus Christ; and for assuring us in these holy 

mysteries that we are living members of the Body of your Son, and heirs of your eternal 

kingdom. And now, Father, send us out to do the work you have given us to do, to love and 

serve you as faithful witnesses of Christ our Lord. To him, to you, and to the Holy Spirit, be 

honor and glory, now and for ever. Amen. 
 

 

The Blessing 
 

The Dismissal  BCP 366 

Celebrant Let us bless the Lord. 

People  Thanks be to God. 

 

The Closing Hymn  O love of God, how strong and true H455 
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The Postlude Fugue in G minor, BWV 578  Johann Sebastian Bach (1685-1750) 
 

Hymns and Service Music: The Hymnal 1982, Riteseries, Ritesong. 

    

The flowers are given by Susan and Nick Baker in thanksgiving for their children Henry, 

Sarah, and Matthew. 
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Choral Music Notes: 
 

Sir John Stainer sang in the choir at St. Paul’s Cathedral from age seven to sixteen where he 

later succeeded Goss as organist. He was appointed Professor of Music at Oxford and wrote 

textbooks on harmony and the organ. His most well-known work is The Crucifixion from 

which his famous setting God so loved the world comes. This anthem is a gem and widely 

known and sung. It is simple and straight-forward but seems to be inspired beyond most of 

his other works. 
 

Giovanni Pierluigi da Palestrina was one of the best Italian composers of sacred music in the 

16th century. Most notably, he worked at St. Peter’s Basilica and wrote many masses and 

motets during his lifetime. His motet, Super flumina Babylonis is based on Psalm 137 in this 

mornings lections. In his beautiful, high Renaissance style, Palestrina sets it in elegant and 

flowing counterpoint. He draws out the text “illic sedimus et flevimus” with some text 

painting. In contrast to the texture of the rest of the piece “illic sedimus” (we sat down) is set 

with the entire choir singing the same words at the same time. “Et flevimus” (and wept) is 

treated with an emotional harmony not seen in the rest of the piece.  

 

 

Organ Music Notes: 
 

Louis Vierne was a French composer and organist, famously blind from birth, who held the 

post as organist at Notre Dame Cathedral for most of his career. He has composed substantially 

for the organ. His Préambule is the first in his collection of 24 pieces in a free style which were 

written for the organ or the French Harmonium – a reed organ which is pumped with two 

pedals by the player. This piece is a delightful character piece, typical of Vierne’s style, and 

well-suited for the beginning of a worship service. 

Bach’s “little” fugue in g minor is so named to distinguish it from the much longer fugue in g 

minor which sometimes follows a fantasia. This little fugue is well-known and widely used for 

many occasions and by many musicians beyond the organist. Despite it’s nick-name, it is 

neither easy nor simply constructed. Bach is in full command of his compositional techniques 

with this piece, working out his themes in ways beyond his contemporaries.  


