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Just Do It!
I was talking to someone yesterday and told him how much I appreciated what he was doing and especially the caring
way that he interacted with others. His reply was something like, “Thank you but isn’t that what we are supposed to be
doing?” As I have reflected on this, I find two items to consider. First, he is quite right that this is how we are supposed to be living our lives and that he is not the only one doing good work. Second, it is always in order to tell someone that you appreciate what they are doing and how they are showing God’s grace in the way that they are doing it.
I have become increasingly aware of these two pieces of our common life at Calvary. There are a great many people
here who are doing great work and we need to give thanks for it. I have also become increasingly aware that life in Calvary is about doing. This is not true in too any other congregations that I am aware of. To put it quite simply: many
congregations provide assistance to those in need. At Calvary we do it not just provide for it. We are
involved in the doing.
Matthew 25:35-36 says, “For I was hungry and you gave me something to eat, I was thirsty and you
gave me something to drink, I was a stranger and you invited me in, I needed clothes and you
clothed me, I was sick and you looked after me, I was in prison and you came to visit me.” We give
out food and clothing four days a week in our entrance way. On Thursdays we go out to the Salvation
Army site to give out food and drink. We then carry food and drink to those who are somewhat
“imprisoned” by living under the overpasses. They can only leave their place there by taking all that
they have with them. What they would leave behind would likely be gone when they returned.
Our doing is not limited to the ministries listed in Matthew 25. Judy Wilson does Suzuki Violin classes on Tuesday afternoons for children from our neighboring Engelhard Elementary
school. We are looking forward to hearing them at the Adult Forum and to begin our
11:00 worship on Sunday April 22.
Here is an example of what happened because being with our neighbors is more than just
being physically present. Last Thursday, one of those assisting with the food and clothing
remembered that a woman had mentioned the previous week that she had a birthday
coming up. When asked, the woman said that it had been 3 days ago. She was surprised
that our team remembered. We had a cake for her and all sang Happy Birthday to her.
Another example of grace happened on Maundy Thursday when the Calvary’s Well team
went out. They had been given some stuffed “Easter Bunnies” to give out. One woman
received a couple and she rejoiced because she now had something to give to her grandchildren for Easter. New ministries develop here because we are with those who are our
neighbors. We will hopefully be able to announce one of these in the next few weeks.
To quote the Nike slogan for ourselves: JUST DO IT!

Fr. John Allen—Interim Priest
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Meet Melissa Guidry, Calvary's new Bookkeeper/Office Administrator!
As Calvary’s Office Administrator, Melissa functions as bookkeeper and communications manager to promote stability
and growth for the clergy, wardens, vestry, staff, and families served at Calvary.
Prior to joining Calvary in April 2018, Melissa worked in the pediatric behavioral healthcare field for over 15 years,
gaining administrative and business management experience at the Bingham Child Guidance Center and at Square
One Specialists in Child & Adolescent Development. She has also spent time abroad in France, studying in Paris and
participating in a work exchange in Montpellier.
She received a Bachelor of Arts in Mathematics and French from Indiana University Southeast and a Master of Arts in
French from the University of Louisville. Outside of her work at Calvary, Melissa enjoys tutoring in the community,
supporting community events, gardening, traveling, music, and spending time with family and friends. She and her
husband, Mark, have a daughter and two orange cats.

Calvary’s Food Closet

You run into the sweetest (5-months
old) people at Calvary!
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Adult Forum Schedule

April 29: Jonathan Smith---The Poets of the Hymnal
++++++++
May 6: Tim Duncan---Discussion: Applying Merton’s Spirituality to the Church
May 13: Linda French---Sharing the Stories of Our Mothers (Fathers, Grandparents) That Taught Us of God’s
Love
May 20: Tim Duncan---Understanding Pentecost
May 27: Father John Allen---Observing the World: “See a Little, See a Lot”

Please join us at 10 AM each Sunday in Parker Hall!

Coffee Hour Schedule

April 29

Wilma & Mike Wilson

May 6

Derby Sunday Leftovers from All

May 13

Mother’s Day--- Sarah Riggle, Britt Shelton & Aunt Lou Henson

May 20

Pentecost/Ascension Day---Carolyn & Don Snow

May 27

Memorial Day---Larry Reining & Shirley Leach

June 3

Mary & Alex Redden

June 10

Whitney Hardy & Frances Lewis
(Please see Lou Henson to host a Coffee Hour. Volunteers needed!)

Please join us every Sunday at 12:15 for coffee, snacks and fellowship.
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Adult Forum. Where We’ve Been. Where We’re Going
Calvary has some wonderful and inspired teachers in our
congregation who have led us in instruction and discussion in our Adult Forum for the past several weeks. We
are grateful for each of you.
In the middle of Lent, Wanda Watkins helped and encouraged us with a session on the ways to persevere and
not become discouraged with Lenten practices, especially
in regard to prayer. Cindy Curry spoke to us of her mission trip to Tanzania and the ministry and people of that
fascinating country. Jonathan Smith led us in discussions of the creation stories in Genesis, how they compared to each other and with the creation stories of other
religions and concluded with the lessons we must learn
today from the Genesis creation stories. God saw all that
was created, and it was good.
Don Snow, Bart Brown, and Art Dietz brought back great
information from the Consortium of Endowed Episcopal
Parishes conference they attended with Mother Elizabeth
in San Antonio, TX. The session was particularly helpful
and inspiring in leading Calvary to build on our vision for
the church’s future. Tim Duncan offered sessions titled
‘Thomas Merton’s New Seeds of Contemplation: Experiencing God in an Age of Distraction’ which emphasized
God’s desire for a creative and dynamic relationship with
us at every moment and in all places of our daily lives. By
the time you read this, it may have already happened, but
Judy Wilson will have her Suzuki violin class perform at
the April 22 Adult Forum. Anyone who has already heard
her class perform knows that this will be a rich experience on Sunday morning. These kids can play! Judy’s
Suzuki class is an incredible and unique ministry offered
to the children at Calvary and to children living in the
community around the church.

Sessions will focus on the lives, writings, theology and
spirituality of some of Kentucky’s own: Wendell Berry,
the Shakers, Thomas Merton, Ed Hamilton, the Affrilachian Poets and others. One day pilgrimages to some of
the places that were integral to their writing, art, and
spirituality is also being explored.
Thank you to everyone who has taught, attended and participated in Adult Forum. Attendance has been wonderful.
You are invited to be a part of these exciting and thoughtprovoking classes on Sunday morning at 10 a.m. in Parker Hall. If you have a topic you would like to submit for
an Adult Forum session, please do so. If you would like to
teach or lead a discussion for Adult Forum, please volunteer to do so. And all are invited to attend, to be a part of,
Adult Forum.

And what’s Sunday morning Adult Forum without a bit of
a breakfast treat? Thank you to Donna Duvall and Linda
French for baking muffins.
A quick glance to the future for Adult Forum.
We’ve had such a wonderful experience with Adult Forum that we plan to continue Sunday morning sessions
through the summer. Jonathan Smith will lead us in intermittent presentations and discussions of the poets and
poetry of the hymns we sing in worship. It’s a fascinating
topic concerning the lives, theology, and experiences that
inspired the lyrics and poetry of the hymns of the church.
A curriculum of study for Adult Forum is currently being
developed titled ‘Kentucky Spirituality and Geography Sacred Ground’ that will take us through the summer.
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Tim Duncan lecturing at Part III of “Experiencing
God in an Age of Distraction: A Look at Thomas Merton’s ‘New Seeds of Contemplation.’”
Please join us at 10 AM each Sunday in Parker Hall!

Calvary Connection

The Future of
Calvary
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“Be the Change That You Wish to
See In the World”
Anyway, these are some ways God speaks to me.

How

does God speak to you?
Mahatma Gandhi is responsible for this command. It
reminds me daily that it’s up to me to make a difference.
God’s blessing empowers and commands me to do bet- Don Snow - Senior Warden
ter.
When I discover an unmet need for which I may have
some talent to support, do I step forward to volunteer or
do I leave it for someone else to take on? Honestly,
sometimes the answer is yes to both.
If a particular ministry demands more than I can, or feel
comfortable to, give, do I look for an opportunity to
carve out a niche of it where I can still add value to the
greater effort or do I just walk away?
When I look at how Calvary’s ministries have expanded
mightily, do I say there is still more I can do, or do I become complacent and self-satisfied with the status quo?
Well, in truth, I know there is always more to do and
more that I can do. I can also be kinder, more forgiving
of hurts while asking forgiveness for my own that I inflict, more aware and grateful for all that has been given
to me, more determined to stand up and right some
wrongs.

Where is Calvary’s
Well?
Calvary’s Well is Here.

Page 6

Calvary Connection

The Vestry Voice
The Vestry met on April 15. There were the following items of note:
•

•

•

•

Father John reviewed the primary parish goals, as defined in the Holy Cow survey: 1) Making necessary changes to
attract families with children and youth and 2) Developing and implementing a comprehensive strategy to reach
new people and incorporate them into the life of the church. Key to achieving those goals is coordinating them
with the 42 benchmarks in the parish Strategic Plan and identifying which committees are responsible for progress
in each of those benchmarks. We are already taking action to meet those goals, such as the children’s church
school programs and the new website (which all are encouraged to visit and share thoughts on.)
Our March financials showed revenue of $38,056 (of which $27,916 was investment income from our endowment)
against budget of $46,875 and expenses of $41,789 against budget of $47,125 for a net negative of $3,733. YTD we
are at a positive $48,385 against a negative $750 budget. The Treasurer reported that we are in good shape generally and understand variances from budget.
The following policy on firearms at the Church was adopted: It is the policy of Calvary Episcopal Church that unless you are a law enforcement professional who is on duty or on call or a licensed and specially trained security
professional hired by Calvary Episcopal Church, firearms (concealed or unconcealed) are not permitted in our
buildings.
The Search Committee reported on its continuing process. They are preparing for the interview process, both in
questions to be asked and answers to be given. The posting closes May 1 and after the Diocese has checked the
qualifications of the candidates, the first “blind read” of responses (stripped of any identifiers) will be May 16.

Stephanie Smith—Secretary To the Vestry
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Bracelets and Bunnies at Calvary’s Well
Every Thursday brings special blessings at “The Well.” Let me share just
two heart-warming experiences with you this month.
A few weeks ago, a man in a wheel chair maneuvered to the sandwich table
and asked if we would “pray over him.” His wife had had a heart attack that
morning and was in the hospital. It was one of our many cold, blustery days
and we were happy to join hands around him and offer a prayer of peace for
both of them. Then we gave him a wooden cross/beads bracelet from our
wrist. I asked him to give it to his wife and let her know we would all be
praying for her this week.
Within minutes (literally!) of his departure, others were showing up and
asking for a bracelet like his! We ordered 24 to give out the next week. That
wasn’t nearly enough! Then a kind, anonymous Calvary member donated
144 more of them!
We each wore 4-5 on our wrists to give whenever we could. This week, so
many drinking their hot chocolate or lemonade were proud to point out
that they were still wearing and treasuring their reminder that God is with them even in the worst of times.
My second story involves bunnies---the stuffed kind. A friend hesitantly offered to donate seven stuffed rabbits
left from her grandchild’s past Easter baskets. Remembering the happiness brought by a donation of Beanie Babies, we took the beautiful bunnies to The Well on the Thursday prior to Easter. Two ladies actually cried tears of
joy that they now had an Easter gift to give to their grandchildren. One lady took the largest bunny as a new,
cuddly pillow! Two men each asked for one as a gift to a little girl they knew. We were thrilled for the seven recipients!
Sometimes we forget that real people are living homelessly in Louisville. Like us, they have needs and wants that
go beyond food, drink, and shelter. It is the smallest, sometimes seemingly insignificant items, that bring joy to
our friends. And they bring joy to us as we receive God’s blessings.
Thank you for all your donations. EVERYTHING is appreciated.
Linda French—Junior Warden

Father John joins us in our new
location for the Calvary Well
around the corner of Brook and
Breckenridge.

Transition time! Lemonade won
out over hot choc 234-2!!!
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Rector Search Committee
Posting For New Rector
We want you to know that on April 3rd our Parish Portfolio Narrative Answers were uploaded to the open positions listings of the Episcopal Church's Transitional Ministries Database by the Canon of the Ordinary, Amy Coultas, with links to our Profile and other pertinent documents. In plain English this means the word is out that Calvary is calling a new Rector. This post will remain open until May first.
In the meantime, the Search Committee is reviewing Calvary's Strategic Plan, the results from our Congregational
assessment and formulating questions for potential candidates based on the needs expressed in these documents.
On May 16th the Search committee will meet with Canon Coultas to learn who has responded to our call for a rector. The interviewing process begins then. We will review the paper information and then proceed to interview by
conference phone. Next, we will use video to talk with candidates, followed by actual trips to their parishes and
then finally we will bring the final candidates to Calvary to see us. At the end of the process, the Search committee
will make recommendations and the Vestry will select our next Rector.
If you know of anyone you think would be interested in becoming our next Rector, please contact one of the
search committee members. Be sure the person you recommend has an actual interest in being considered and be
sure to provide contact information for this person.
Your prayers are requested as we enter this critical phase in preparation for interviewing potential Rectors.
Deborah Stewart – Chair Rector Search Committee
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Earthy News
I know that to complain about the weather - especially wintery weather - is to ask for a story that usually goes something like this: “Well, if you think this is bad, I remember when Uncle Ned died just after Thanksgiving and we
couldn’t bury him until the Saturday following Derby. Yep, we planted tomatoes, peppers, cucumbers, and Uncle
Ned.”
Still . . . it’s the middle of April and for a few moments this morning it was snowing so hard I couldn’t see from one
side of the garden to the other. “This spring has been the hardest winter we’ve had in a while,” a fellow gardener
commented to me. I answered that the collard and turnip greens, kale and cabbage I started as seeds under lights in
February are still inside and have grown so large that I’m thinking about transplanting them into painted flower
pots and calling them house plants.
In spite of lots and lots of rain, some snow and cold temperatures, good things have been happening among Calvary’s Lay Weeders and our gardens.
Bruce Cohen went to the Hart County Amish Auction on April 14 and brought back a truckload of berry vine starters, strawberry plants, vegetable and tomato plants, and lots of flowers to put in the Garden of Goodness. Thank
you, Bruce.
Margaret Dickinson bought and donated a sack of potatoes and onions to plant in the Garden of Goodness. Thank
you, Margaret.
Ruth Robins purchased and loaned to Lay Weeders the book Milkweed, Monarchs, and More which came with four
packets of milkweed seeds that will be planted in the butterfly and bee garden at the Garden of Goodness. What a
magnificent event it was when Ruth led us in the great Monarch butterfly release in Calvary’s garden last year.
Thank you, Ruth.
One of Calvary’s Lay Weeders attended a Beekeeping 101 class on April 11 at the Highland-Shelby Park Library to
learn more about the possibilities for keeping bees in the Garden of Goodness or in a nearby lot Calvary has been
given permission to use for such a purpose. Looks promising. About bees, did you know this? We’ve all had the experience of needing to go to six stores, all of them in different locations, and so we try to figure out the shortest distance we can travel in order to get to all six stores. That’s actually a complex mathematical problem called the
‘traveling salesman problem’ (no kidding!) and it can keep computers busy for days. But scientists have discovered
that bees are masters at this. They learn to fly the shortest possible route between flowers even if they discover the
flowers in a different order. So far bees are the only animals we know of that have figured out how to do this. “And
God created . . . and saw that it was good.”
Garden of Goodness ‘Weed ‘em and Reap’ days and times: Starting May 5, every Saturday from 9 a.m. to noon, and
starting May 2, every Wednesday from 5 p.m. to 7 p.m. The Garden of Goodness is located on Seventh Street, between Ormsby and Oak Streets, across the street from a newly opened donut shop. Lay Weeder Tim Duncan will be
there to offer assistance in gardening and in eating donuts.
Tim Duncan—Lay Weeder

(Continued Page 11)
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Earthy News (continued from Page 8)

Garden of Goodness waiting for warm weather in a Beechmont basement.
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The Baptism of Edith Elizabeth Vail
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Read, Mark, and Inwardly Digest

Phone: 502-587-6011
E-mail:
calvarychurch@
calvaryepiscopal.org

Calvary Episcopal Church is a parish of the Episcopal Diocese of Kentucky. Calvary is a vibrant community of faith in downtown Louisville. We strive to make the Gospel known in
worship, word, and action. Calvary draws its members from all walks of life, and many different neighborhoods in and around Louisville. We take great joy in the way our members
join together in worship of God and in service, drawing on our many backgrounds.
For more information about Calvary Episcopal Church, please contact Fr. John Allen., our
Interim Priest. For questions about this newsletter or to help with its production, please contact the editor, David Stewart. Contact information: (502)235-1628 or dstewart@adcatmedia.com.

Would you like to get emails from Calvary? We send them out regularly to list the
schedule for the week or happenings within the parish such as marriages, births
and the passing of our members.
Calvary Episcopal Church
821 South Fourth Street
Louisville, KY 40203

Go to www.CalvaryEpiscopal.org. Click on the button at the bottom of the page
that reads, “Get Updates From Us.”
You may also scan the QR Code below with your smartphone.

“And this is love: that we walk in obedience to his commands. As you have heard from the beginning, his command is that you walk in love...”
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